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In the last two years, there have been several important changes in the
international arena: the rise of ISIS and its treat to the national borders of many
Mid-East countries; the refugee crisis across the national borders of Europe; the
newly-elected President of the United States, Donald J. Trump, and his plan for
a US-Mexican border wall. All these issues are closely linked to the competition
among human communities over the access to critical resources, as well as to
the (re)making of the boundaries of community and cultural identity.

In this lecture, the presenter will draw upon data gathered among the Qiang and
the Yi minorities of western Sichuan, to explain the human ecological meanings
of the territorial and the consanguineous communities and their boundaries,
and related cultures. Based on this understanding, the presenter will provide
some reflections on the history of the interactions between nomadic and
residential empires in the Eurasian Steppe, and on the current international
situation
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